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The saying charity begins at home portrays the grooming of Teki Bai 

(32), from the Pardhan community of the Gond tribe in MP, as an artist. 

Mentored by her husband Kailash, She learned the important elements 

of Gond art, creating a range of vibrant and lively paintings. 

 Born and married in the village of Patangarh, she was well versed with 

the techniques of colouring, as her small village is a live example of 

Gond tribal art culture that produced world-class painters; everyone in 

the village is engaged in some kind of artwork. She would paint the mud 

walls of her small maternal home using her bare hands. During festivals, 

the aangan (courtyard) of her humble hut would shine with ‘Digna’ an 

art form practiced by a segment of her community.  It was only after 

marriage she learned the finer points of art from her husband and then 

began to regularly use a paintbrush for her artwork. 

Teki Bai was selected under the Tribal Entrepreneurship development 

program (TEDP) organized jointly by the Ministry of Tribal Development 

(TEDP) and national industry body, ASSOCHAM. Through which tribal 

artisans are given intensive training, financial and market linkages to 

expand their skillset. 

Teki has studied till the tenth standard and is once again in a ‘back to 

school' mode, taking online training in digital marketing which she feels is 

relevant to her work. 



During the harvesting and sowing season, she helps out in the field. And after completing the chores of 

the house, she spends most of her time producing beautiful vibrant paintings. The tips and techniques 

that she picked up at her training have made her paintings saleable, most of which are in the domestic 

market. 

Like most untrained artists, Teki Bai is yet to understand how to price her paintings. Even now the rural 

areas in some parts of India are deprived of technologies and digital literacy. Outside agriculture there 

are fewer livelihood opportunities. Therefore, government entrepreneurial training programs provide 

economic opportunity to earn a decent income to most tribal families living in remote areas. 

It is famously said that an empowered woman gives rise to an 

empowered society. The story of Teki Bai presents a striking example of 

giving power to rural women through cultural art. In consonance, Teki 

feels all rural artists must be provided with the opportunity to undergo 

training and workshops to develop their work as well as for increased 

revenue. Such an endeavour will help keep the unique Gond art alive.   

Adding dots and dashes and filling colours inside the outlines convey a 

sense of movement; the paintings of this shy woman speak louder than 

words. The complete oeuvre of Teki includes animals, forests, and the 

environment that make her product market-ready.  Her paintings exude 

textures with the pattern, typical of the traditional Gond art. 

 


